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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF MYSORE. 


Read — 

Correspondence ending with letter No. 260, dated 23rd 
September 1954: from the Director, Government Museum, Bangalore, 
forwarding the Annual Report on the working of the Mysore 
Government Museum, Bangalore, for the year 1953-54:, 

Order No. S.R. 6374-75 — Mus. 4-54-2, dated, 
Bangalore, the 10th November 1954. 

Recorded. 

K. Mohamed Ahmed, 
Secretary to Government, 

'' Home, Forest and Agriculture 

Departments. 


To — The Director, Government Museum, Bangalore - 

The Director of Printing, Stationery and Publications in 
Mysore, Bangalore. 
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ANNUAL REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE 
MYSORE GOVERNMENT MUSEUM, BANGALORE 
DURING THE YEAR 1953 - 54 . 


General . — The Government Museum continued to 
attract visitors including many distinguished persons 
from all parts of India. As the present accommodation is 
too inadequate for undertaking expansion schemes in 
respect of various sections, the Government Architect has 
been requested to send up estimates for expanding the 
existing building with additional structures of latest 
designs. Proposals have also been submitted to Govern- 
ment to reconstitute the Museum Advisory Committee 
for reviewing the progress so far made and for making 
suggestions and recommendations for reorganising the 
Museum on modern lines. 

Galleries . — The Sculptures which were lent to the 
Royal Academy of Indian Arts for exhibition at London 
have since been received back and the same are now 
erected on decent pedestals along with the other 
sculptures in the newly designed sculpture gallery. 

In order to avoid congestion, proper arrangements 
were made for easy movement of visitors in the gallery 
by introducing one way arrangement. 

Arrangements are being made to secure portraits of 
National leaders for installation in the Museum. 

Proposal to instal a Neon Sign Board in front of the 
Museum building with the word “ museum ’’ is under the 
consideration of Government. 

List of new specimens acquired during the year 
under report is furnished in Appendix ‘ A ’ while the 
list of books added to the Library is furnished in 
Appendix ‘ B '. 

Zoology . labels are being introduced in the 
section of Zoology. Action is being taken to acquire 
fresh specimens of birds and mammals and many 
taxidermists in and outside the State have been addressed 
in the matter, 
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Archceohgy. — Instructive and Educative descriptive 
labels have been introduced to facilitate the visitors to 
get acquainted with Archaeology and Archaeological speci- 
mens. This has proved to be successful. 

At the request of the Director of Archaeology in 
Mysore, the Bronze images which were recently acquired 
from the Bhoganandesvara Temple, Nandi, were sent to 
the Department of Archaeology, Mysore, for study and 
publication. 

Sculpture Gallery. — Consequent on the erection of the 
sculptures on decent pedestals, the sculpture gallery has 
become very attractive and popular. The Dravidian 
sculptures which were lent to the Royal Academy of Arts 
for exhibition at London and which have since been 
received back have also been erected in the Sculpture 
gallery. The component parts of the Hoysala temple and 
many other sculptures of excellent workmanship which 
are installed in the “Hoysala Section” of the Gallery give 
a vivid idea of art and Architectural perfection attained 
during the Hoysala period in the State of Mysore. 

Numismatics — Two silver coins were presented to 
the Museum by the Ministry of Education, Government 
of India. Action is being taken to purchase a specially 
manufactured Iron safe for the preservation of the 
valuable collection of Coins. 

Restoration and Cleaning. — As usual all the specimens 
were cleaned and rectified spirit specimens were renewed 
with fresh spirit wherever necessary. 

Educational WorTc. — Gellery talks to the School child- 
ren are being continued as usual. Seven thousand one 
hundred and forty-five students, accompanied by 237 
teachers from 173 educational institutions from Bangalore 
and other parts of India were given facilities to visit 
the institution and go round the gallery. 

The Curator was deputed to attend the annual 
meeting of the Museum Association of India held at 
Waltair during the last week of December 1953 and he 
also read a paper on “ Industrial Museums ”. The 
Curator’s visit to some of the North Indian Museums for 
study could not be undertaken for want of sufficient 
time. 

Visitors. — Many distinguished visitors including 
Director General of Archaeology in India and 
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Dr. B. Chhabra, Government Epigraphist for Government 
of India visited the Museum. Besides, nearly 271, 598 
visitors went round the galleries of the Museum during 
1953-54. 

Staff . — During June 1953, Sri K. Manickyam, b.sc., 
was appointed as Curator. The Cottage Industries 
Museum which was hitherto under the administrative 
charge of the Curator was handed over to the Assistant 
Director of Industries and Commerce (Cottage Industries) 
in January 1954 as per the Office Memo No. B-34 — 52-53, 
dated 12th January 1954. 

Library . — The book entitled “Epics, Myths and 
Legends of India ” by P. Thomas was purchased and added 
to the Museum Library. The usual Journals and 
periodicals are being regularly subscribed and added on 
to the Library. 

Maintenance . — The Annual budget grant for the up- 
keep of the institution was Rs. 12,900 and the actual 
expenditure amounted to Rs. 9,182-12-0. The savings 
which were surrendered to Government were due to the 
fact that purchases of certain specimens and , other 
furniture required for the Museum could not be effected 
during the year as the same was under correspondence. 

S. Muninanjappa, 
Director. 
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APPENDIX ‘A' 


List of Specimens acquired for the Mysore Government 
Museum, Bangalore, during the year 1953-54. 


SI. 

No. 

Description 

Donor 

1-2 

Pictures of Maharajas of States 

Government of Mysore. 

3-4 

Silver coins (Jordanian one 50 Mils, 1935, 
and one, 1361. 

Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, 


APPENDIX ‘B” 

List of Books added to the Mysore Government Museum, 
Library, Bangalore, during the year 1953-54. 

SI. 

No. 

Particulars 

Donor 

1 

Hand Book, Raipur Museum, Raipur 

The Archaeological Asst, in- 
charge of Raipur, Museum. 

2 

Congress Exhibition Souvenior, 1953 

The Secretary, Publicity Com- 
mittee, Congress Exhibi- 
tion, Bangalore. 

3 

1 Epigraphia Indica, Vol, XXVIII, Part^ i, ii 
and iv, v, vi, vii. 

Manager of Publications, 

Delhi. 

4 

Ancient India, Bulletin, Nos. 6, 7 

The Director-General of 
Archaeology, India. 

5 

Bulletin of Russel Cotes Art Gallery and 
Museum, Spring, 1953. 

The Curator, Russel Cotes Art 
Gallery, Bournemouth. 

6 

The Annual Report of Archaeological Depart- 
ment, Travancore-Cochin State for 

1951-52. 

The Director of Archaeology 

1 in Travancore-Cochin State. 
Trichur. 

7 

Bulletin of the Prince of Wales Museum of 
Western India, Bombay, 1951-52. 

The Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Prince of Wales 
Museum, Bombay. 

8 

Administration Report of the Director of 
National Museums, Ceylon, 1952. 

The Director of Museums. 
Ceylon. 

9 

Administration Report of Sri Chitralayam, 
Travancore-Cochin for the years 1950-51 
and 1951-52. 

Officer-in-eharge. 
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APPENDIX “B”— con^<?. 


SI. 

No. 

Particulars 

Donor 

10 

! 

Administration Report of the Museums Zoo 
and Government Gardens Travancore- 
Cochin, for 1951-52. 

1 Director of Museums and Zoo, 
Travancore-Cochin. 

i 

LI 

Bulletin of the National Museum of Ceylon- 
Spolia Zeylanica, Vol. 27, Part I. 

The Director of National 
Museums, Ceylon. 

12 

Administration Report of the Government 
Museum, Puddukottai Museum and 
Connemara Public Library for the year 
1952-53. 

The Superintendent Govern- 
ment Museum, Madras. 

13 

Journal of the Royal Society of Arts, London 
Coronation Issue, 29th May, 1953. 

' Royal Society of Art, 

' London. 


BY PURCHASE. 


14 

Journal of the Royal Society of Arts, London. 

Vol. Cl, Nos. 4894 to 4899 
Vol. Cl, Nos. 4901 to 4913 
Vol. CII, Nos. 4914 to 4920. 

15 

Museums Journal, London 

Vol. LII, No. 12, Vol. LIII, 
Nos. 1-11. 

i 

16 1 

i 

1 

Journal of the Bombay Natural History 
Society, Bombay. 

Vol. 51, No. 2, No. 3, with 
Indent and Title Page to 
Vol. 50, No. 4. 

i 

17 

Journal of the Mythic Society 

Vol. XLIII, No. 1-4, 

Vol. XLIV, No. 1-2. 

18 

Epics, Myths, and Legends of India, by P. 1 
Thomas. 


19 

Journal of the Numismatic Society of India. 

Vol. XV, Part I. 


APPENDIX “U” 

Classified List of visitors during the year 1953-54. 
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